
FAMILIES IN TRANSITION 
 
The McKinney-Vento Act defines homeless children and youth as 
individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence.  
The term includes children and youth who: 

 share the housing of other persons due to the loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or similar reason; 
 

 are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or campgrounds due to the 
lack or alternative adequate accommodations; 
 

 are living in emergency or transitional shelters (i.e. churches); 
 

 are abandoned in hospitals; 
 

 are awaiting foster care placement; 
 

 have a primary night-time residence that is a public or private place 
not designed for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping 
accommodation for human beings; 
 

 are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations or similar settings; 
 

 migratory children who qualify as homeless because they are living in 
circumstances described above. 

 
If you are personally aware of, or are acquainted with, any children who may qualify 
according to the above criteria, the Ripon Area School District provides assurances to 
parents of homeless children. 
 

For more information: 
 

Julie Krackow 
Homeless Liaison 

Ripon Area School District 
(920) 748-1557 

krackowj@ripon.k12.wi.us 


